
 

 

Included Not Included

Recyclables, Compost, 
E-Waste. Re-Used
Goods, Donations

Landfill Waste,
Construction Debris,

Hazardous Waste,
Contaminated Recycling

What Counts as Diverted?

To figure out your waste diversion rate, you just need two numbers:
1.Total Waste – This is everything your business throws out, including trash,

recycling, compost, donations, and old electronics.
2.Diverted Waste – This is the portion of your waste that was kept out of the

landfill by recycling, composting, donating, or reusing.
You can often find these numbers on your waste hauler invoices. If not, you can
estimate them by doing a simple waste audit (The SBP program can help with that).
Once you have both numbers, just plug them into this formula:

Waste audits are a powerful tool to develop a thorough understanding
of waste management practices. 

Sustainable Waste
Diversion Guide

Calculating your diversion rate: 

It’s the % of your business’s waste that doesn’t go to the landfill. That includes
recycling, compost, donations, and reuse. The Colorado Green Business network
uses waste diversion rates to help score businesses for recognition. You can
score up to 50 points for this!

What is a waste diversion rate? 

For Small Businesses in Englewood, Littleton, and Sheridan
 A Resource from the Sustainable Business Partnership (Regional Extension of CGBN)

Why This Matters For
Your Business:

1.Save money by
reducing trash pickups

2.Help the planet by
sending less to landfills

3.Get recognized through
CGBN

4.Become eligible for
funding like C3 Grants

 

Where to Divert Waste in the Tri-Cities?
Businesses in Englewood, Littleton, and Sheridan can divert waste through curbside
recycling such as cardboard and cans, compost pickup for food scraps, electronic
waste drop offs for old computers, and donation centers for items like desks or office
chairs. Batteries and bulbs can often be recycled at local hardware stores. For harder
to recycle or hazardous items, check your city’s website or ask the Sustainable
Business Partnership for local recommendations tailored to your business.

C3 Grant Program - Turn Waste into Opportunity
The Circular Colorado Communities
(C3) Grant Program supports projects
that keep materials in use and out of the
landfill by building local reuse, repair,
recycling, and composting systems.
Mini Grants (Up to $50,000):
For small-scale projects such as
equipment and supplies, signage,
outreach/education, event space fees,
event marketing/promotion
Impact Grants ($50,000 to $250,000):
For larger, collaborative projects that
build long-term circular infrastructure,
such as shared collection programs or
creating new markets for recycled
materials.
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