
 
 
 
City of Englewood – Business Initiation Grant  
 
The Business Initiation Grant provides qualifying new business startups with a “leg up” at their 
most critical time. The grant offers up to $5,000 for startup costs to qualified applicants. The 
entrepreneur is required to participate in a business planning workshop through one of 
Englewood's economic partners. The business owner is encouraged to have a fully developed 
business plan, which will be reviewed by experts at the Aurora-South Metro Small Business 
Development Center (SBDC). Grant funding may be used for capital investments associated 
with starting a business in Englewood, and a physical storefront or business presence in a 
commercial or industrial district is required. 
 
Businesses that have opened in Englewood within the last 12 months are eligible to apply. 
Grant funding is limited, and not all businesses that apply may be funded. 
 
Eligible Use of Funds 
 
Business Initiation Grant funds may be used to support capital improvements necessary for 
launching a new business. Capital improvements are defined as permanent investments in a 
building or on the property and are generally associated with a building permit. These 
improvements help establish a professional, compliant, and functional space for business 
operations. Eligible expenses may include tenant finish work, ADA-compliant restrooms, 
electrical service upgrades, new HVAC systems, permanent building and site improvements, 
and architectural or engineering fees associated with these types of capital projects. These 
investments should enhance the long-term viability of the business and contribute to the 
physical presence of the company in Englewood’s commercial or industrial districts. 
 
Ineligible Use of Funds 
 
Grant funds may not be used for expenses that are considered temporary, routine, or unrelated 
to capital improvements. Ineligible uses include general maintenance costs, investments made 
solely to address pending regulatory compliance orders, or items not tied to the physical 
infrastructure of the business. Specifically, expenses such as signage, equipment and 
machinery, advertising, inventory purchases, website development, and unrelated consulting or 
service fees are not eligible for reimbursement through the Business Initiation Grant. These 
restrictions ensure that city funds are directed toward lasting improvements that support the 
sustainable success of new businesses. 

 
How do I apply for this assistance? 
 
As a first step, please contact Englewood’s economic development staff to learn more about the 
program and discuss your proposed project.  ecodev@englewoodco.gov or 303.762.2599 
 
To be considered for Englewood’s Business Acceleration Grant, the following documentation is 
required: 
 

1. A completed grant application. 
2. A copy of your current City of Englewood’s sales and use tax license. 
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3. A letter from the business owner explaining how the City’s 

grant funding will support the startup of the business. The 
letter should include whether the business will contribute matching funds and describe 
how the grant will enhance the successful launch and growth of the business. 

4. Applicants are required to participate in a training or workshop offered by one of the 
City’s economic development partners, as well as complete a free and confidential 
consulting session—typically conducted by the Small Business Development Center 
(SBDC). The City’s economic development staff will collaborate with the business and 
the SBDC consulting team to review the proposed investments. All consultations with the 
SBDC are confidential and will not be disclosed publicly. 
 

If your grant is approved, you’ll be notified in writing with the terms of the award. Projects must 
begin within 45 days of receiving a grant commitment letter and be completed within the same 
calendar year. This is a reimbursement-based program, requiring submission of receipts for 
eligible expenses. 
 
 
  



 
 
Business Initiation Grant Application 
 
Business Name:             

Name of business owner applying for the grant:         

Business Address:             

Business Phone:      Email:        

Business Website:              

Brief description and purpose of grant and estimated project cost:      
             
         ________    

Do you own or lease this property? ______If lease, please disclose lease term: _____________ 

Number of full-time employees:        Number of part time employees:     

Economic impact of grant:  [  ]  Number of New Employees or [  ]  Increased Sales Revenues 

Please attach the following: 

 A copy of your current City of Englewood’s sales and use tax license. 

 A letter stating the intended use of the city’s grant funds and if these funds will be matched 
by the business.  This letter should indicate how the city’s support of capital improvements 
will support the expansion or betterment of operations for your business by increasing the 
number of employees or increasing sales revenues. 

 
Please initial each statement acknowledging that you have read and agree with each statement. 

____ I affirm that my business has operated in Englewood for a minimum of two years. 
 
____ I affirm that I have read the policies governing the City of Englewood’s Business 

Acceleration Grant. 
____    I affirm that I have or intend to participate in a free one-on-one consulting session with 

the Aurora South Metro Small Business Development Center. 
____ I affirm that I am in good standing with the City of Englewood with respect to taxes, fees, 

loans, building and fire codes, or other obligations to the city. 
____ I affirm that my business has a physical location in an Englewood commercial or 

industrial district. 
____ I affirm that the property owner(s) authorizes these improvements. 
____    I affirm that I will obtain all necessary permits from the city for any project requiring such 

action. 
____ I affirm that businesses that are provided a grant may be used in promotional materials 

by and for the City of Englewood. 
 
        _________________________ 

Applicant Signature/Title      Date 
 
 



 

 
 


