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August 11, 2025 
 
To Whom it May Concern: 
 

RE: Zoning Determination for Accessory Use Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Systems 
 
The City of Englewood recognizes the general accessory use of solar PV systems in all zone 
districts as allowed by Table 4-2: Permitted Uses and the associated General Accessory Use 
specific use standards of Englewood Municipal Code (EMC) § 16-4-4. 
 

Excerpt from Table 4-2:  Permitted Uses 

Uses / Use Categories Residential Zone Districts Non-residential Zone Districts 

Specific 
Use 

Standards 

P  = Permitted, subject to general district standards 
C  = Permitted, only by conditional use permit 

discretionary review 
PD = Permitted only through a planned unit 

development 
= Blank means the use is not permitted R
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Accessory Uses                

 General Accessory Uses A A A A A A A A A A A A A A 16-4-4.A 

 

EMC § 16-4-4 Accessory Uses 
 

A. Accessory Uses, Generally. All principal uses may include accessory uses. All accessory 
uses, and any accessory use not specifically mentioned in this Section, shall be subject 
to the following general standards: 

1. The use and any structure is clearly incidental and subordinate to an allowed use 
and customarily associated with the allowed use. 

2. The use is on the same lot as an active principal use. 
3. The use is operated and maintained under the same ownership, or by the same 

lessee, as the principal use. 
4. The use and any structures or other site design elements meet the generally 

applicable dimension, development, and design standards applicable to the lot. 
5. The use is compatible with the general character of the area and comparable in 

scale and intensity to other uses in the vicinity. 
6. No use or structure may be constructed, maintained, or conducted in a way that 

produces noise, vibration, noxious odor or material, any visible light, glare, or other 
visible impacts that are harmful, damaging, or disturbing to the adjacent property. 

7. Any structures or site design elements to support the use are not significantly 
different from what is typical for other allowed uses in the district, or where different 
can be screened or located to minimize impact on adjacent property. 

8. No unusual traffic patterns or increases in activity that impact the use and design 
of streets and public spaces differently than other allowed uses will result. 

9. All uses are conducted, and structures are maintained in a way that is consistent 
with the intent and objectives of all other design and development standards 
applicable to the property. 
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10. No activity, whether accessory to or in addition to the principal use, shall be 
permitted under this Section where it does not meet all other use or site design 
standard of this code, or comply with other codes of the City. 

11. Prohibited accessory uses in all districts: 
a. Use of a travel trailer or recreational vehicle as a residence. 

12. Prohibited accessory uses in residential zoning districts: 
a. Outdoor storage of inoperable vehicles. 
b. Parking of commercial vehicles on public property or in public right-of-way. 

 
EMC § 16-13-2 Defined Terms defines accessory use as: 
 

Accessory Use: A subordinate use, clearly incidental and related to the principal 
structure, building or use of land, and, unless otherwise allowed by this Title, 
located on the same lot as that of the principal structure, building, or use. 

 
For PV systems attached to the primary structure, see EMC Title 16, Table 5-2: Residential 
Building and Lot Standards or EMC Title 16, Table 6-1: Non-residential Lot and Building 
Standards for setback and maximum height information.  For PV systems that are not attached 
to the primary structure or are attached to an accessory building, see the standards related to 
size, height, and setbacks in EMC § 16-5-3.B Accessory Buildings – Residential or EMC § 16-6-
3.B Accessory Buildings – Non-residential.  To check the zoning of your property, please click 
here, and type in your address.  You can use the expert from Table 4-2 on the previous page to 
determine whether your zone district is considered Residential or Non-residential.   
 
Solar PV systems in Englewood require review, approval, and issuance of a building permit, and 
approval of the required inspections.  For additional information regarding building permit 
submittals, please see the Plan Submittal Requirements for Solar PV handout.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
Bryan Isham, AICP 
Planning Manager 
Community Development Department 
bisham@englewoodco.gov  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.englewoodco.gov/government/city-departments/community-development/zoning/zoning-map
https://www.englewoodco.gov/home/showdocument?id=31943&t=638276470170670000
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