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To: SolSmart Program Administrators
International City/County Management Association
The Solar Foundation

On behalf of the City of Englewood, | am proud to announce our commitment to become a SolSmart-
designated community. In partnership with the SolSmart team, Englewood’s dedicated staff members
will work to improve solar market conditions, making it faster, easier, and more affordable for our
residents and businesses to install solar energy systems. These efforts will also increase the efficiency of
local processes related to solar development, which may save our local government time and money.

SolSmart builds upon our community’s participation in Xcel’s Partners in Energy program, a
collaboration between Xcel and the city designed to help create, meet, and expand local sustainability
goals and develop strategies for achieving these goals. This partnership resulted in the creation of our
2017 Energy Action plan. Additionally, participation in SolSmart is a key project listed in the city’s
updated 2022-2025 strategic plan.

The City of Englewood will leverage SolSmart to achieve the following goals:

o Review current permitting processes and/or implement permitting solar permitting best practices.

e Support local solar energy development through public education and engagement efforts and/or
group purchase programs.

e Move the city towards a green energy grid with steps towards energy independence.

These efforts demonstrate that our community is committed to driving continual improvement in our
solar market, and in the process of doing so, all the related areas identified as community priorities in
our city’s strategic plan as well as our sustainability plan.

In order to measure progress along the way, the City of Englewood will track key metrics related to solar
energy deployment, such as installed solar capacity and the number of installations across sectors.

In these efforts, we call on our residents, businesses, non-profits, and others to get involved, and we
invite everyone to stay tuned by visiting the city’s sustainability page.

Inquiries related to the City of Englewood’s SolSmart participation can be directed to Melissa Englund at
menglund@englewoodco.gov or (303) 870-2047.

Sincerely,

i A

Tim Dodd
Assistant City Manager
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